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VETERANS DAY 2016: SCHOOLS HONOR VETERANS 
THROUGH MULTIPLE ACTIVITIES

Many Fauquier County Public Schools were awash with red, white and blue the week of Veterans Day, as students 
and staff held special programs and activities in honor of veterans. Following is a recap of some of the schools’ activities.

Elementary Schools
Lining the roadway leading into the school with miniature American flags, Brumfield Elementary School held an 

early-morning, school-wide Veterans Day assembly featuring eight veterans with ties to the school. Principal Julie Gagnon 
opened the assembly by reading the poem “They Did Their Share” by Joanna Fuchs, encouraging the audience to “Let 
every veteran be honored; don’t let politics get in the way. Without them, freedom would have died. What they did, we 
can’t repay.” The third-grade chorus sang two patriotic songs directed by music teacher Abigail Newman. Instructional 
Technology Resource Teacher Janell Maszatics, who coordinated the event, introduced the eight veterans, each of whom 
spoke briefly about their military service. The honored veterans were Irma Tamayo-McMurphy, Air National Guard; Craig 
Tones, Navy; Jason Jones, Air Force; Eric Brodeur, Army; Shirley Toth, Army; Mark Hill, Navy; Jerome Homenik, Navy; and 
Elizabeth Gillie, Army. Selected Brumfield students asked the veterans a variety of questions ranging from the most difficult 
part of military service to what kinds of food they ate in the military to their favorite part of military life to what their typical 
living quarters were like. The assembly concluded with a video featuring Brumfield students’ comments about the meaning 
of Veterans Day along with photos submitted by students and staff of veterans in their families dating back to World War II.
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Pierce Elementary School 
provided light refreshments for 
veterans from American Legion Post 
247 prior to the Veterans Day assembly. 
Guest speaker at the assembly was Sgt. 
Wes Brown, U.S. Army, accompanied 
by SSgt. Isky Brown, a German shep-
herd with four years of active duty 
military service. Together they have 
served in numerous diplomatic and 
military deployments.

Smith Elementary School held its first (with plans to become annual) Veterans Day parade featuring approximately 
20 current and former military service personnel. Kindergarten through second-grade teachers and students made signs 
for the veterans to carry showing their name, rank and branch of service. The parade began at the school’s front door and 
wound around the side of the building, down the sidewalk and into the school’s gymnasium. With everyone settled into the 
gym, third-grade students performed their annual patriotic program with the veterans getting front-row seats. The most 
honored guest was “Uncle Eddie,” a veteran of World War II and the great uncle of a second-grade student at Smith.

Continued on next page



Walter Elementary School held an assembly on Nov. 10 at which 
Principal Alex O’Dell presented a check for $391.95 to Sgt. Russell Claar, 
commander of Bealeton Post 7728 of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. The 
check represented the sum of all the spare change students had donated 
during the week of Nov. 1-9. The idea of a coin collection to benefit veterans 
started when fifth-grade teacher Doreen Garvey’s language arts students 
read a book call A Year Down Under in which the characters collected 
money to help a veteran of World War I. 

“I thought it would be a great idea for my students to plan out and 
run a fund-raiser to donate money to our local VFW to help veterans in 
need,” explained Garvey. Her students worked throughout October making 
flyers, creating a skit and making posters toward the effort. A flyer went 
home in each Walter student’s “Friday Folder” to inform parents of the coin 
collection for nine days in November. Garvey’s students also scripted and 
acted out a video to introduce the fund-raiser to other students.

The entire Walter Elementary student body gathered in the gym on the big day for a short assembly to present the 
check to Sgt. Claar. In expressing his appreciation to the students, Sgt. Claar told the students exactly what a veteran is.

“A veteran is someone who has written a check to Uncle Sam … a check that may be payable with his or her life,” 
he said. “It is a title that must be earned. The title veterans speaks of courage and sacrifice in the face of mortal danger. 
It speaks of love for country. A veteran is someone willing to risk life and limb in defense of freedom.” Sgt. Claar told the 
students, “The men and women of the military are the best our society has to offer.” He encouraged the students to 
express their appreciation to veterans whenever they see one out in the community. “When you say ‘thank you,’ that is 
worth more than the medals they might have been awarded” for their service, he said.

Middle Schools
On Nov. 10 Auburn Middle School honored veterans at a program that included musical selections from the AMS 

band, chorus, and orchestra, as well as student-written poetry and thank you notes which have been sent to the Wounded 
Warrior Project. Several local veterans were in attendance, including guest speaker Greg Corcoran, who spoke of the price 
of freedom and the importance of service.  Student speakers shared the history of the poppy as a symbol of remembrance, 
and read the poem “In Flanders Field” by John McCrae.  The program concluded with the playing of “Taps.”
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On Veterans Day Cedar Lee Middle School eighth-grade students honored 
veterans within the families of Cedar Lee students and staff. Participating were eighth-
grade music ensembles, directed by Emily Milham, orchestra and choral director, and 
Tara Neidich, band director, and National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) students, advised 
by Mickie Fox and Kaity Grimley. The names and photos of the veterans were displayed 
in the lobby of the school.  As the veterans and their families entered the school, NJHS 
members welcomed them.  The program included the pledge of allegiance and a poem 
read by NJHS members and a reading of the names and branches of service of the veterans 
in attendance along with the presentation of a hand-made thank-you card presented 
to each veteran.  Musical selections included the national anthem, performed by the 
eighth-grade choir, an Armed Forces medley, performed by the eighth-grade band, and 
“America the Beautiful,” performed by the eighth-grade orchestra.  Principal David Lee 

presented a check to the Fisher House Foundation on behalf of the NJHS.  Following the program the veterans and their 
families were served breakfast by members of the NJHS.  The program was live-streamed to CLMS classrooms, thanks to 
Instructional Technology Resource Teacher Chad Barnett.

The Marshall Middle School community took time last Tuesday to honor veterans. Students and staff gathered 
in the school gymnasium, joined by family members, including about a dozen military veterans. The program began with 
the national anthem performed by the school band under the direction of Paul Hicks, an Air Force veteran. The Randolph 
Macon Color Guard joined MMS for a presentation of colors. Bob Roda, a Marshall teacher and Army veteran, introduced 
those veterans in attendance for the ceremony. The school’s musical groups all performed patriotic selections, and MMS 
students shared poems and selected readings with the group.  MMS teacher Preston Barbour and the MMS band finished 
up the program with “America the Beautiful.” 
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In an early tribute to veterans Taylor Middle School hosted a 
panel of veterans on Nov. 2, featuring seven men and women whose 
service ranged from World War II to present-day conflicts in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. Sixth-grade students had prepared a series of questions for the 
panel to answer and discuss. Examples included “Did you have to learn 
the rules of the country you were deployed to?” and “Was boot camp 
training difficult?” The veterans brought along photographs and medals 
for the students to see. The seven honored veterans from VFW Post 
9835 were Laura Gallagher, Marine Corps (Afghanistan); Lynn Morrison, 
Army (active); Vito Monteleone, Army (World War II); Stan Hunter, 
Navy (Vietnam); Dave Hetzel, Air Force (Vietnam); Jeff Dombroff, Army 
(Vietnam); and Kevin Turner, Army (Iraq).

Taylor seventh- and eighth-graders, staff and guests were treated 
to a moving tribute to veterans and active-duty military personnel as 
band director Rich Griffith led the eighth-grade band in several musical 
selections including the national anthem and a selection blending 
“America the Beautiful” with “Taps.” Chorus and orchestra teacher Rick 
Chapman directed the groups in renditions of “God Bless America” and 
“My Country, ‘Tis of Thee.” 


